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Dreams Come True

(with hard work!)

Bellevue, WA – Natalie Rahn, age 12, of Sammamish, lands the role of “Clara” in the 

Eastside’s own professional Nutcracker with live orchestra playing Tchaikovsky’s 

beloved score directed by Barney Blough December 19th  and 20th  in Bellevue’s largest 

performance center on Sammamish High School campus, 100 140th Avenue S.E., 

Bellevue 98005.  The company’s October audition for children’s roles in this all-time 

favorite holiday classic clearly pointed to Ms. Rahn as the ideal Clara:  still young but not 

too young,  not too old but mature enough to interpret the beauty, magic and mystery of 

her role.  Rahn, who has been dancing since age 5, is now very strong in her first year on 

pointe shoes.  She has learned from ballet and her other love, ice skating, that the fun can 

come from working hard to do something well.  The dream to be Clara  may  come true 

only once, possibly twice in the life of young girl.  Ballet Bellevue’s 2005 Nutcracker 

with Everett Symphony (featuring Rahn in a flurry of mice), starred Julie Ortiz as Clara.  

For the company’s reprise with Ballet Bellevue Orchestra at Northshore Performing Arts 

Center in 2006, Ortiz still looked young enough for one more chance at the role, but now 

“over the hill” at  17, Ortiz is cast in three grown-up roles (Columbine and Snow and 

Flowers corps de ballet).  Including Rahn and Ortiz, there are 47 children from regional 

ballet schools sharing the stage with Ballet Bellevue professional company dancers to 

perform this holiday treasure with the Eastside’s only live Nutcracker orchestra.  

-more -

Elizabeth Kanning, age 13, performs two company solos (Soldier Doll and Chinese) and 

Madeline Malcolm, age 14, joins Ortiz and Kanning in the company’s corps de ballet. 

 The company dancers are reaching for their best with one of the most sought after 

danseurs in the Northwest, Oleg Gorboulev,  as ballet master, and Hiromi Rudd, Jennifer 

Porter, Kevin Kaiser and Le Yin teaching company class.  Ballet Mistress, Christina 

Stockdale performs the coveted role of Sugar Plum Fairy with Scott Bartell as Cavalier 

and  Natasha Keeley performs the Snow Queen with Le Yin, recently retired star from 

Pacific Northwest Ballet.  Featured soloists are Erin Lake in Dew Drop and Marzipan and  

Alicia Cushing as Harlequin Doll and Spanish.  Sarah Poppe performs Arabian with 

Terry McKinnon who is also cast as the ferocious Rat King.  The dramatic role of 

Drosselmeier is an exciting interpretation by Marray Gardner.  Barvinok Ukrainian 

Dance students from Ballet Bellevue School led by Brad Jacula are joined by Alicia 

Cushing and Erin Lake to  perform in their beautiful native costumes to the music of the 

Russian variation. 

Parents and community members (including a Bellevue Police Officer !) have worked 

hard to learn their steps for the Party Scene staged  by Katerina Fedor-White. An 

unbelievable collection of costumes has been created by Tina Evans.  Lighting is by 

Kevin Harkins.     

Rahn , a 7th grader at Tillicum Middle School, has  twin sisters, age 6 who are literally 

following in her footsteps:  all three girls study at Ballet Bellevue School and skate at 

Castle Ice. Famous dancer and Bellevue native, Anne Reinking, was little sister to a 

- more -

stellar team of brothers who have been heard to say they are now  “eating her dust.” 

So,  the Rahn twins may in time have their day,  but for now, it’s Natalie in the spotlight!

Ticket prices:  Student/Senior age 62+ ($22),  Adult ($35),  VIP Seating ($45 includes 

6 PM reception prior to Saturday 7 PM performance).  For tickets call  Brown Paper 

Tickets at 1.800.838.3006  or visit brownpapertickets.com.  

For Information and Group Discount ($2 off for 10 or more) call Ballet Bellevue at 

425.455.1345 (www.balletbellevue.org) 
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